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VAN WART'S "INDIAN VASE." 



MR. AMES VAN WART, the sculptor, has recently exhibited 
in Avery's Gallery, and the galleries of the Century and 
Union League Clubs, New York, a large vase sculptured in white 
marble, and intended to be a memorial of the rapidly disappearing 
but historic American Indian. The dimensions are unusually 
large ; indeed, the magnitude and costliness of the work are them- 
selves sufficient to attract attention. A wide belt around the 
centre depicts in alto-rilievo the story of the chase, from the time 
that the red-man leaves his tent accoutred for hunting the buffalo, 
to the moment of his triumphal return bearing the tokens of his 
successful encounter. The two handles of the vase consist of 
bisons' heads, very carefully modelled, and on its rim are seated 
two representatives of the Indian race, one of them in his pride 



and strength peering confidently into the future, the other dejected 
and sorrow-smitten in view of the calamities that have overtaken 
him and his fellows in the resistless onsets of his civilised and civil- 
ising foes. The subject, it will be seen, is strikingly original ; for, 
often as Art has entered into and depicted the life of the aborigines 
of this country, it has never before, to our knowledge, presented the 
subject in an aspect so comprehensive and unique. Mr. Van Wart, 
it may be remembered, once modelled in miniature an equestrian 
statue of an Indian with bow and arrow. He is the artist, also, 
of the life-size reclining figure entitled ' Day Dream,' which was 
exhibited at the Vienna Exhibition of 1873, and is now in the Cen- 
tral Park Museum. His marble bust of ' Elaine ' will be remem- 
bered by visitors to the Goupil Gallery in New York. 



